
HAT is common between the 
unrest seen in the recent past 
in Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka? It is the pent up pub-
lic anger against the entire 
political class. In all the three 
countries in India’s neigh-

bourhood, people had given a fair 
chance to almost all political forma-
tions available as options. When they 
realised that none of  the alliances are 
rising to the popular expectations of  
corruption-free, efficient state-craft, 
their anger erupted like a volcano.

Another important similarity is that 
young people, mostly belonging to Gen 
Z, taking to the streets and rejecting all 
established political parties lock, stock 
and barrel. This was an indication of  
anxiety, as the message of  ‘We have 
lost our patience!’ coming from the 
young generations of  these countries 
was too clear to be missed. 

It’s true that hastily drawn, simplis-
tic conclusions may lead us to more 
confusion, as the role of  deep state and 
similar factors that are beneath the 
surface need further probe. Still, at 
least four important factors are emerg-
ing as lessons for all democracies in 
general, and developing countries in 
particular. These lessons are about fail-
ure of  the political class to deal with 
the intricacies of  democratic govern-
ance, repeatedly experiencing lack of  
patience from Gen Z, coupled with ab-
sence of  intergenerational dialogues, 
the impact of  illusions created by so-
cial media, and perhaps the supremely 
important factor of  abject bankruptcy 
of  political parties as democratic insti-
tutions. It would not be an exaggera-
tion to suggest that all these factors are 
at the backdrop of  the turmoil in Nepal 
and were also present in Bangladesh 
and Sri Lanka to a fair extent. 

First, the intricacies of  democratic 
governance. Unfortunately, many make 
the mistake of  taking a skewed ap-
proach towards democracy and try to 
equate it with elections. They ignore 
what several researchers and academ-
ics like Pippa Norris of  Harvard 
Kennedy School have repeatedly said 
about the need for liberal democratic 
values going hand in hand with effi-
cient state-craft for democracies to sus-
tain. And for efficient state-craft, the 
prerequisite is efficient elected repre-
sentatives. But sadly, in most repre-
sentative democracies, electability of  a 
candidate obviously dominates and the 
quality or ability to govern on his/her 
part is pushed to the periphery.

Add to this the mounting pressures of  

populism and incapacity of  the political 
classes to deal with them adroitly. One 
more factor common to the uprisings in 
Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka is the 
fact that practically none had any ink-
ling of  what was in store till the sudden 
outburst of  popular anger. This also 
shows how the political classes—both 
ruling as well as in opposition—were 
miles away from the ground realities. 

Losing patience is the second com-
mon factor—a restive Gen Z craving 
quick results, with its attention span 
getting ever shorter. There is a reason 
to believe that the absence of  intergen-
erational dialogue within and outside 
families is a factor behind Gen Z’s  
restiveness. According to a Pew Re-
search Center survey from July 2025, 
about three-quarters of  teens say that 

social media platforms make them feel 
more connected to their friends. And 63 
percent credit social media with giving 
them a place to show their creative 
side, in other words and help them 
build their social identity. Notably, 34 
percent of  girls versus 20 percent  
of  boys also say online platforms make 
them feel worse about their own lives, 
something that could be described  
as mainspring of  their anger against 
the establishment.

In South Asia, Gen Z anger also could 
be attributed to the fact that many of  
them have not seen or experienced 
challenges like poverty and depriva-
tion faced by the previous generations. 
As a consequence, there is a lack of  
ability on the part of  many in Gen Z to 
empathise with the weaker sections.

In addition to this, social media—at 
least for a sizeable majority of  youths—
also creates an illusion of  empower-
ment. When they realise that this em-
powerment is just a make-believe, 
frustration is bound to explode. Again, 
as highlighted by another Pew study 
from 2022, drawn into unrealistic so-
cial comparisons, ‘teens, especially 
girls, report feeling worse about their 
own lives due to social media, suggest-
ing that the curated, often aspirational 
content can lead to negative self-per-
ception and a warped sense of  reality’. 
It further pointed out that ‘the spread 
of  misinformation and the exposure to 
negative content on social media have 
led to concerns about not being sure 
what to believe, contributing to a  
general distrust of  the information  
presented’.  What was seen on  
the streets of  Kathmandu, Dhaka and 
Colombo was this mistrust, deep-root-
ed and widespread. 

But finally, the most serious reason 
for this situation is the democratic 
moorings of  the political parties. In all 
these three countries, the majority of  
the political parties have no consistent 
ideological identity, no independent 
policy perspective, and no definitive 
and credible capacity to brave the chal-
lenges faced by their respective coun-
tries in a convincing manner. Most 
parties in these countries have lost 
their ability to add any distinctive val-
ue to the table. At the end of  the day, 
they just remain different labels adopt-
ed by desperate politicians, bereft of  
any genuinely different approach to-
wards economic or social issues.

When parties fail in providing any 
alternative, the element of  choice—so 
very central to the idea of  democra-
cy—evaporates, making the entire ap-
paratus of  democracy a theatre of  the 
absurd. Faced with a dilemma between 
tolerating a worthless democracy and 
anarchy, at least Bangladeshi and 
Nepali youths seemed to have opted for 
the latter, at least temporarily. 

The essential message of  young 
South Asians to the entire democratic 
community is very clear: deliver or 
depart, perform or perish! People are 
not going to accept bad governance, 
nepotism and corruption simply be-
cause it is under a democratically 
elected government. If  the young in 
many countries are in a mood to  
prefer anarchy against a democracy 
that can’t deliver, it is time to sit up 
and take note. 

(Views are personal)
(vinays57@gmail.com)
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— Ramnath Goenka W WHY THE REGION’S 
YOUTH ARE PUTTING  

POLITICOS ON NOTICE

The common factors behind the uprisings in South Asia include 
social media’s illusion of empowerment, lack of intergenerational 

dialogue, and political elites unable to provide distinct alternatives

CEMENT LEGACY WITH 
BETTER PUBLIC GOODS, 

NOT STATUARY POLITICS 

t
he Supreme Court’s refusal to allow the Tamil Nadu 
government to install a statue of  former Chief  Minis-
ter M Karunanidhi in Tirunelveli is not just a local 
setback. It exposes a persistent national malaise: ruling 
parties often treat leaders’ monuments as their legacy, 

and as symbols of  development and public welfare. From the 
sprawling elephant parks commissioned by Mayawati in Ut-
tar Pradesh to Gujarat’s colossal Statue of  Unity, and count-
less arches, domes, and memorials erected for Nehru, 
Ambedkar, Shivaji, or regional icons, the pattern is familiar. 
Every ruling party, irrespective of  ideology, succumbs to the 
politics of  perceived permanence. The criticism here is not 
about cultural monuments or works of  art, but specifically 
about statues and memorials to political leaders—whether 
crowd-funded or, more troublingly, built with public money. 
The justification is couched in noble words—honouring 
leaders, preserving history—but the reality is that statues 
are instruments of  political branding, designed to etch a 
ruling dispensation’s imprint on public space.

The real tragedy is in the opportunity cost. Parties in pow-
er prefer the certainty of  marble over the challenge of  build-
ing lasting welfare such as schools that educate generations, 
hospitals that save lives, or clean water systems that ease 
daily burdens. The tendency is not confined to statues alone. 
The naming of  roads, airports, universities, and welfare 
schemes after political leaders—an entrenched practice 
since independence—reflects the same impulse. Like statues, 
these names perpetuate personality cults, distracting from 
the institutions’ real purpose and the citizens they serve.

Courts and institutions have tried, with mixed success, to 
temper this tendency. National parties criticise regional 
ones for “statue mania”, but engage in the same practices 
themselves. To blunt criticism, some even hide behind the 
images of  gods or widely respected national figures. The 
Madras High Court has suggested ‘leaders’ parks’ to contain 
statues without obstructing civic life. The Election Commis-
sion once directed that statues of  Mayawati and the party 
symbol, the elephant, be covered during campaigns to avoid 
influencing voters. Mayawati herself  once dismissed the 
notion that statues should only be built posthumously, un-
derscoring how deeply political calculations influence such 
projects. A country still grappling with poverty, unemploy-
ment, and poor infrastructure cannot afford the luxury of  
the politics of  monuments. Remembering leaders is impor-
tant, but the truest memorial is improving everyday lives.

INDIA NEED THIS CUP FOR 
WOMEN’S CRICKET TO GROW

T
he Women’s ODI World Cup is finally here. Next week, 
when the curtains rise on the ultimate challenge in 
women’s cricket at Guwahati, India will be hoping to 
create history. Despite reaching the final twice this cen-
tury, the team has not won the World Cup. As India is a 

co-host along with Sri Lanka, the stage is fitting for a memo-
rable success. On their current form, India are definitely 
among the contenders, and a grand achievement would take 
the sport to a new high in a country still seeking prestige in 
women’s cricket. Like all world cups, the road will not be easy 
for Harmanpreet Kaur and her team. However, over the years, 
things have changed significantly off  the field. With the incep-
tion of  a T20 league of  their own, the women’s sport’s popu-
larity has increased, as has the star value of  the Women in 
Blue. A win at the global event can lead to a new dawn. There 
is the home advantage; however, it can be a double-edged 
sword that also brings on the pressure of  expectations.

For a senior pro like captain Kaur, this could be a perfect 
setting to put all her experience to use. This could be her last 
opportunity to ensure greatness. Anything less than a win 
would not give a fitting end to her illustrious ODI career. She 
has been the hinge around which the Indian team has re-
volved for a while, and at 36, she is not growing younger. But 
success demands that most of  her teammates also must per-
form. India’s younger generation will have to rise to the occa-
sion and help Kaur and Smriti Mandhana lead the way. It is 
time for the likes of  Pratika Rawal, Jemimah Rodrigues, 
Amanjot Kaur, Richa Ghosh, and Arundhati Reddy to step up 
and win matches. Fielding had been a pain point for some 
time, and India must address the issue before the campaign 
begins. A good tournament would not just help the sport grow 
overall, but also take the women’s game to the hinterland. Yes, 
there was criticism over selecting new and smaller centres for 
the World Cup; but on the brighter side, a good game or two 
could be the right catalyst to boost women’s cricket, and at-
tract younger and hungrier players from small-town India.

Q U I C K  TA K E

Investing in scientists

INDIA and Brazil strengthened their cross-pollination ef-
forts in agriculture this week. The Indian Council of  Ag-
ricultural Research and Brazilian Agricultural Research 

Corporation (Embrapa) signed a pact to innovate and incu-
bate together. Though the Brazilian food industry has ben-
efited immensely from India through early Portuguese 
links and continuing cooperation in recent decades, the 
reason the Latin American country’s agricultural exports 
are more than three times India’s is, partly, the foresighted-
ness of  Embrapa. Starting in the early 1970s, it funded hun-
dreds of  Brazilian scientists’ research in American and 
European institutions. It also stayed effective in influenc-
ing policy by communicating the impact of  its human cap-
ital—running ads and helping researchers talk to the me-
dia. One route to food security is putting scientists first.

SPACE FOR IMPRINT

Johann 
Wolfgang 
von Goethe

Even if the world progresses generally, 
youth will always begin at the beginning, 
and the epochs of the world’s cultivation 
will be repeated in the individual

Trump’s wishlist
Ref: Bagram demand may show limits of 
Trump (Sep 23). It  is preposterous of the 
US President Donald Trump to threaten 
the Taliban government. He has got a 
new brainwave for gobbling up sovereign 
territories and can safely add Bagram to the 
long list of his unfulfilled wishes. 
Parthasarathy Mandadi, Tirupati

Tiger SOS
Ref: Odisha must expand tiger paw-print 
(Sep 23). Tiger population is considered 
to be an indication of a healthy prey 
base thriving in lush green forest, and 
supplements to its presence. Odisha being a 
mineral-rich state, heavy mining activities 
continuously shrink tiger habitats, for which 
the available locations need preservation.
Sachidananda Satpathy, Sambalpur 

Crucial recognition
Ref: Water as bridge (Sep 23). Himanshu 
Kulkarni’s water prize is more than a 
personal accolade, it’s a timely reminder 
that groundwater doesn’t just need 
management, it  needs justice. Kulkarni’s 
community-centric approach isn’t just 
scientific, it’s revolutionary. Sometimes, 
honouring one person can highlight what the 
whole country needs to attend to.
K Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

Looting nexus
Ref: Temporal minders of godly wealth 
(Sep 23). Temples are where devotees seek 
solace in divinity. However, the politician-
administrator network in India has emerged 
as a form of looting, whether of 90 kg or 
4. The author ’s exposition was laced with 
enjoyable English. 
Suresh Kumar, email

Religious jurisdiction
Ref: Temporal minders (Sep 23). Among 
the temples controlled by the Travancore 
Devaswom Board, hardly 60-70 are self-
sufficient. The remaining temples are run by 
the Sabarimala temple’s revenue. Kerala HC 
also has an exclusive Devaswom Bench which 
‘ interferes’ in even routine spends. 
Rajkumar C, email

IT destination
Ref: Business can go to talent (Sep 23). 
President Trump’s move is more than a 
policy change; it’s a deliberate pushback on 
global talent agility. Instead of lamentating 
over lost visas, India should strengthen its 
position as a global innovation hub, where. 
Let dreamers pursue the American dream 
without having to migrate. 
K Raju, email

Vinay Sahasrabuddhe Senior BJP leader

SOURAV ROY

HE Supreme Court is the cus-
todian of  India’s ‘living’ Con-
stitution and the final arbiter 
of  the laws of  the land. Though 
one of  the three equal pillars 
of  the State, it holds an exalted 
position not only by constitu-

tional design, but also in the public con-
science, earned through its untiring ef-
forts in upholding the Constitution and 
steadfast protection of  citizens’ rights. 
All citizens, including these authors, re-
pose high expectations on the SC as it 
discharges its dharma of  justice.

It is the final authority in ensuring clo-
sure to disputes. Though it may not nec-
essarily always be right (due to human 
frailties), it is always final—and the in-
stitution has lived up to this expectation 
umpteen times. However, certain recent 
developments suggest that this finality 
is no longer assured. Judgements are be-
ing revisited, stayed, recalled, or al-
tered—creating a perception that a mat-
ter is not truly settled even after the SC 
has pronounced its verdict.

This blurring of  finality raises impor-
tant questions on the certainty of  law, the 
authority of  judicial outcomes, and the 
stability of  legal systems. Consider a few 
recent examples that happened in quick 
succession. The resolution plan of  
Bhushan Power and Steel was rejected in 
May while disposing of  an appeal filed 
five years ago. At end July, a bench head-
ed by the Chief  Justice of  India recalled 
the judgement for review, as it had not 
correctly considered the legal position 
laid down by a catena of  judgements.

Another order in early August, while 
castigating a high court judge for lack of  
knowledge in criminal laws, de-rostered 
him from hearing criminal cases. On a 
request from the Chief  Justice of  India, 
the same bench deleted some of  the di-
rections from the judgement.

A third instance is the mid-August stay 
of  the order given few days earlier on the 
stray dog problem in the national capital. 
The review order issued by a different 
three-judge bench modified and mollified 
some of  the directions in the order im-
pugned. All these reversals, stays or re-
views followed massive public and expert 
outcries on the original orders. 

Even arbitral awards, which by design 
are final and not generally appealable, are 
not immune to uncertainty. In DMRC vs 
Delhi Airport Metro Express, the award 
traversed the SC through a special leave 
petition, a review petition, and a curative 
petition, with the court eventually over-

turning its own earlier decision. 
The need for revisiting orders by the 

Supreme Court, especially within a 
short span of  time, is a very serious mat-
ter irrespective of  whether public senti-
ment or its own conscience is the rea-
son. It undermines the very foundation 
of  finality and precedents provided un-
der Articles 141 and 137 of  the Constitu-
tion. To stand by things decided—stare 
decisis—is an age-old principle followed 
by all established judicial systems. A 
weakening of  this principle, that too in 
the face of  several other constraints, ac-

centuates the limitations of  the judici-
ary in dealing with the mounting pen-
dency and the trauma of  the affected 
parties waiting for justice.

Let’s make it abundantly clear that we 
are not on the merit of  any of  these judi-
cial pronouncements, only on about the 
processes that make certainty a casualty. 
Even in major commercial matters where 
uncertainty can have larger economy-
wide or international ramifications, in-
curring huge opportunity costs. 

The SC handles an astounding number 
and variety of  cases, ranging from funda-
mental constitutional questions, human 

rights, diverse PILs, to matters of  daily 
life—health, pregnancy, property, agency 
inaction/hyper-action, municipal fail-
ures like on street animals, socio-cultural 
disputes, and even individual instances 
of  cheating, pre-arrest bails, etc. After 
all, India is a litigants’ paradise. Manag-
ing such a vast and complex docket inevi-
tably takes an enormous toll on the 
learned judges and the system. 

The high pendency of  cases at every 
stage of  the judicial hierarchy is well 
known. Delays are often attributed to lin-
gering vacancies, inadequate number of  
judges, support staff, infrastructural con-
straints, and even the executive-judiciary 
tussle on overreach. These issues have 
existed for long, aggravating the cold real-
ity of  justice being denied through de-
lays. But ‘delayed-then-hurried’ orders 
are also hurting finality, aggravating the 
problem of  pendency. The rising number 
of  revision, review, and curative petitions 
is clear evidence of  the malady affecting 
certainty like a double-edged weapon.

Given these issues, the SC should suo 
motu take up the mandate of  structural 
reforms from within. It should address 
issues like limiting the number of  ap-
peals, revision, and review, and reimag-
ining the role of  high courts as constitu-
tional courts. It can also ensure a high 
degree of  professionalism in minimising 
adjournments, weeding out frivolous pe-
titions, writing matter-of-fact orders, and 
revisiting the selection and confirmation 
criteria for judges.

The higher judiciary can implement 
many of  the internal reforms under Ar-
ticles 145 and 225. Reforms needing sup-
port from the other two pillars of  the 
State should be in response to an agenda 
set by the judiciary. Proactive judicial re-
forms by the executive or legislature may 
be seen as interference. Therefore, in par-
allel to demanding executive action on 
funding, appointments, and other admin-
istrative steps, the SC must lead a struc-
tural and procedural transformation 
from within. That should guarantee fast 
finality to disputes and in ensuring ‘com-
plete justice’ to the people. 

(Views are personal)

T
FOR A COURT THAT STANDS FIRM

The Supreme Court has been 
revisiting too many of its own 
orders, affecting the principle 
of finality. The rising number 
of revision, review, and curative 
petitions is evidence of a malady 
that affects certainty and adds to 
pendency. Structural reforms from 
within the judiciary are called for
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