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Capital consensus
Ref: Success of Amaravati (Apr 3).  
Legal clarity is welcome, but political  
discord has delayed progress for long. 
Parties must collaborate on a time-bound 
plan, protect farmers’ interests and ensure 
steady funding. Transparent governance  
and consensus-driven decisions can  
restore investor confidence and deliver a 
functional capital for citizens.
K Sakunthala, Coimbatore

Fifa foul
Ref: Cup brimmeth over (Apr 3). The 
outrageous pricing of tickets for the World 
Cup runs contrary to Fifa’s avowed core 
objective of promoting accessibility and 
inclusiveness along with the development 
of football across the world. As a fan, I  hope 
the ticket pricing is reconsidered.
N Rama Rao, Chennai

Redrawn maps
Ref: Maritime trade chokeholds (Apr 3). The 
warming Arctic is inclined to pour cold water 
on the leverage of strategic chokepoints. 
The Northwest Passage is shorter than the 
Panama Canal route and the Northern Sea 
route is shorter than the Suez route. As ice 
caps melt, global trade navigation is poised 
to become more reliable.
K S Mohana Murugan, email

Measured aid
Ref: Benefits of freebies (Apr 3). The debate 
needs nuance, not labels. Welfare must be 
targeted and outcomes measured rigorously. 
Governments should publish cost-benefit 
analyses, plug leakages and prioritise 
human capital. Well-designed support can 
enable mobility, but fiscal prudence and 
accountability must guide every intervention.
Swathi Senthilkumar, email

Top-heavy Congress
Ref: Congress struggles (Apr 3). The grand 
old party moved heaven and earth to get 28 
seats from the DMK, and now is struggling 
to find appropriate candidates for five 
constituencies. It’s mainly because the party 
has more leaders than workers, making the 
choice of contestants difficult. Every party 
should know their strength.
S Ramakrishnasayee, Chennai 

Mob justice
Ref: Mob gheraoes (Apr 3) It may be a first 
in the country where judicial officers were 
detained for over nine hours without food or 
water. It  exposes the state of law and order 
in West Bengal. Unless the guilty are taken 
to task, the law of the jungle will  prevail. 
Sundaram Govind, Ernakulam

BE READY TO DEPLOY 
RARE MEASURES TO 
STEM RUPEE SLIDE

T
HE RBI did the unthinkable while clamping down on 
speculators playing the currency market. The rupee 
has been depreciating, and briefly even touched the 
psychological 95-mark against the dollar on March 30. 
The central bank’s traditional tools involving dollar 

sales in the spot and forward markets were not helping even 
after exhausting over $30 billion in March alone. So it de-
cided to pull the plug on banks’ arbitrage trade, which in-
volves buying dollars in Mumbai and selling them in Singa-
pore, Dubai and London, where the dollar is priced higher, 
and profit from the difference. Per estimates, large domestic 
banks are running arbitrage trades in excess of  $300-400 mil-
lion. The RBI mandated all of  them to reduce such exposures 
to $100 million by April 10. But the banks, instead of  obliging, 
passed on the trades to corporates, importers and traders, 
forcing the regulator to issue follow-up orders on Wednesday 
to close all loopholes. Together, the measures may temporar-
ily increase the supply of  dollars and strengthen the rupee.  

The question, though, is how long it will sustain the ru-
pee’s slide. On Thursday, the rupee did strengthen to close at 
93.10. But once banks unwind their dollar positions, and if  
global crude oil prices continue to scale past $100 a barrel, 
the pressure on the Indian currency will be unavoidable. If  
the weakness continues unabated, analysts believe that in-
terest rate hikes to defend rupee is less likely. Instead, the 
RBI may re-introduce measures like foreign currency non-
resident subsidised swap windows to attract NRI deposits. It 
may also tighten liquidity conditions, raise effective money 
market rates to make it expensive for speculators to short the 
rupee. Other tools in hand include the government stepping 
in with restrictions and higher import duties on gold and 
non-essential imports, the RBI offering a forex swap window 
for oil marketing companies to tap dollars instead of  going 
to the market, and tightening remittance scheme limits.

The central bank should stand ready to implement some of  
these measures, as clearly, the traditional forex interventions 
seem to have reached their acceptable thresholds. Controlling 
the rupee’s weakness is paramount for the RBI’s overall policy 
objectives including inflation forecasts. Its own models show 
that every 1 percent weakness in the rupee firms up inflation 
by 7 basis points. Even if  pump prices remain unchanged for 
now despite higher global crude prices, the threat of  anchor-
ing inflation expectations needs to be closely monitored.

ENDGAME AMBIGUITY ADDS 
FUEL TO WEST ASIA FIRE

U
NLESS Donald Trump stops swinging between claims 
of  imminent victory and threats of  escalation, and un-
less all sides move immediately towards an off-ramp, 
this war will not wind down soon—instead, it is likely 
to widen. The battlefield already tells that story. Critical 

infrastructure is increasingly being hit—drones hit Kuwait’s 
Al Ahmadi refinery, while a US strike on a bridge near Tehran 
killed civilians celebrating Nowruz. Iran, far from being 
weakened, is demonstrating both reach and resilience—mil-
itarily across the region and diplomatically through a narra-
tive of  civilian losses. This reality sits uneasily against 
Trump’s claim that the war is “very close” to completion. 

The problem is not just of  overconfidence; it is the ab-
sence of  a clear endgame. What constitutes success? Degra-
dation of  Iran’s military capacity, regime destabilisation, 
or securing maritime flows through the Strait of  Hormuz? 
Each path implies different commitments and timelines. 
Without clarity, “victory” becomes a flexible claim rather 
than a measurable strategic outcome. That ambiguity is 
now feeding escalation. Trump’s latest address paired as-
surances of  a near-term finish with warnings of  intensified 
strikes, including against Iran’s power infrastructure. The 
message is contradictory. For adversaries, it signals unpre-
dictability. For allies, it complicates alignment.

Meanwhile, Iran retains its most potent lever: energy disrup-
tion. Its ability to threaten traffic through the Hormuz Strait 
continues to send ripples through global markets. Moves at the 
UN Security Council to authorise defensive measures for ship-
ping, alongside parallel diplomacy involving Gulf  States and 
major powers, reflect a growing expectation that the conflict 
will persist. Dynamics in Washington add another layer of  
uncertainty. The abrupt removal of  senior US Army leadership 
in the middle of  an active conflict raises questions about con-
tinuity and coherence at the top of  the command chain. 

The risk is not just of  a longer war, but a wider one—ge-
ographically, economically and politically. A conflict being 
touted as nearing its end, in reality, looks like expanding in 
scope and consequence. Unless rhetoric aligns with strate-
gy, and strategy with conditions on the ground, the gap be-
tween what is promised and what is unfolding will only 
grow. And in that gap lies the real danger of  a war drifting 
forward without a clear path towards its end.

Q U IC  K  TA K E

Questions for big brother 

IN one of  the largest overhauls of  surveillance infrastructure, 
India has barred the use of  internet-enabled CCTV cameras 
sold by several Chinese firms from April 1. As part of  the 

drive to enforce a new certification regime, Delhi is removing 
about 1.4 lakh cameras in phases. This comes not long after it 
was revealed that Israel’s accuracy in identifying Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei’s location before assassinating the Iranian 
leader was possible because of  its control over Tehran’s dense 
CCTV network. Hyderabad, with about 79 cameras per 1,000 
citizens, and Indore with 72 are among the most closely-
watched cities in the world. If  better security was the reason 
that trumped privacy concerns regarding overuse of  CCTVs, 
we need a broader debate about the safest path forward.

pertinent confession: I gradu-
ated from high school with the 
help of  a machine. It was called 
a slide rule, a logarithmic de-
vice for solving daunting com-
putations. Before digital calcu-
lators, it was to engineers what 

a stethoscope is to doctors. It was such a 
definitive mark of  their calling that the 
autobiography of  the aeronautical engi-
neer and popular fiction writer Nevil 
Shute was titled Slide Rule. In school, my 
arithmetic was execrable. Calculators 
were made for people like me, but were 
banned from classrooms at the time. 
However, slide rules were allowed, and 
one borrowed from my father got me 
through the exam. 

Why was using a digital calculator re-
garded as cheating, but using a slide rule 
was not, though they perform exactly the 
same function? Was it moral unease about 
the legitimate fruits of  labour? Did slide 
rules feel more legit because some manual 
labour is involved: you have to slide them, 
as the name suggests, and match scales to 
read off  the results. Calculators are child’s 
play in comparison, and thank god they 
have entered the classroom. Attitudes to 
work have changed—or have they? 

Artificial intelligence is now inspiring 
moral panic like the calculator once did. 
Hachette has cancelled the US and UK 
release of  the horror novel Shy Girl by 
new writer Mia Ballard following online 
accusations of  the use of  AI in passages. 
The publisher backed off  when the popu-
lar YouTube book channel Frankie’s 
Shelf  dismissed it as “AI slop”. Ballard 
clarified that a collaborator had used AI 
tools on the text of  the self-published ver-
sion, but it still looked like cheating. 

Ironically, all mass market publishers 
have always encouraged cheating at scale 
by humans, with the consequence that 
the autobiography sections of  bookstores 
are populated largely by ghost-writers. 
Did you seriously imagine that sportspeo-
ple and entrepreneurs can write engag-
ing books? Their talents lie elsewhere. 

Besides, until publishing houses bur-
dened their editors with commercial con-
cerns, they had the space to help authors 
refine their work and they even collabo-
rated in the creative process, which is 
rather like AI assistance. The most fa-
mous beneficiary of  such handholding 
was Raymond Carver, whose minimalist 
style was chiselled by drastic surgery by 
his editor, Gordon Lish, who cut stories 
down to the bone, removing descriptions, 
dialogue and detail to give the author his 

unique voice. Carver protested for fear of  
losing the voice he was born with, but 
gave in when he saw that it worked.

Many famous authors have profited 
from editorial nudging. Scribner’s editor 
Maxwell Perkins, who actively sought 
out young writers he could influence, 
contributed materially to the success of  
F Scott Fitzgerald (he sharpened The 
Great Gatsby), Ernest Hemingway (he 
preserved the linguistic simplicity in 
The Sun Also Rises), Thomas Wolfe (ma-
chete-scale cuts) and Harper Lee (thread-
ed stories into a novel with a point). 

Now, machines have stepped into the 
arena once dominated by passionate liter-
ary editors. Earlier this year, romance 
author Coral Hart got herself  some extra 
mileage with a New York Times story 
which focused on her AI-assisted work-
flow—in the course of  which she pro-
duced a new novel in 45 minutes. She now 
runs online workshops which teach new 
romance writers AI hacks with which 
anyone can create ‘slop’ in hours, while 
the competition takes months to write 
books that are probably just as sloppy. 
Isn’t that clever? Genre readers value pre-
dictability over originality. They like a 

classical plot replayed well, whether it’s 
the Ramlila or the hugely successful Com-
mando war comics, which reused cels and 
storylines for decades, and no one com-
plained because they wanted repetition. 

The Hart story echoes the findings of  
the new American AI Jobs Risk Index of  
the Fletcher School at Tufts University, 
which has taken a nuanced approach to 
assessing risk, marking it apart from the 
lay debate on AI, which is polarised be-
tween hallelujahs to machine efficiency 
and uproars about apocalyptic anxieties. 
Its scale of  AI exposure follows received 
wisdom—web and digital interface de-
signers are most exposed to AI, and man-
ual workers like miners are the least ex-
posed. But it also recognises that risk 
and opportunity are interrelated—roles 
that are vulnerable to job losses to AI 
also stand to benefit most from AI aug-
mentation and complementarity, which 
need not be the same thing.

The study offers a sliding scale, in 
which risk is weighted by clusters of  fac-
tors. Bhaskar Chakravorti, Dean of  Glo-
bal Business at Tufts, who heads the uni-
versity’s Digital Planet programme, has 
emphasised that the ideal workers of  the 
future will not be manual practitioners 
like miners and plumbers, but people 
who combine domain expertise and criti-
cal thinking with AI proficiency.

Significantly, the index brings policy 
clarity by mapping the risk of  job losses to 
physical geography—plotting hubs of  in-
novation and knowledge industries in the 
US where machine functions may swiftly 
replace highly specialised humans. In aca-
demic hubs, even minor job losses may as-
sume huge percentage proportions.

India, which hopes to become an AI 
hub, should map the threat perception as 
if  it were facing a military challenge. In 
all crises, the first step to relief  delivery 
is an accurate ordnance map. As AI al-
ters the landscape of  work in unantici-
pated ways, mapping will become as es-
sential for social planners as the slide 
rule once was to engineers. 

� (Views are personal)
� (Tweets @pratik_k)

A
THE TOPOGRAPHY OF AI ONSLAUGHT

Pratik Kanjilal Senior Fellow, Henry J Leir Institute 
of Migration and Human Security, 
Fletcher School, Tufts University

speakeasy

Euthanasia is still a complex issue in India, and we 
need more conversations about end-of-life choices. 
I may not be here forever, but the fight must go on

H B 
Karibasamma

N March 11, the Supreme Court 
addressed one of  the most dif-
ficult questions of  life and 
death: whether, when and on 
what legal basis medical treat-
ment may be withdrawn or 
withheld. In the Harish Rana 

case, it framed the issue not as whether it 
is in the patient’s best interests to die, but 
whether it is in his best interests to pro-
long life with artificial support. This re-
framing shifted the debate from the mo-
rality of  death to the legitimacy of  
prolonging life in conditions where dig-
nity has irreversibly ebbed away.

The case arose from Rana, a 32-year-old 
man who remained in a persistent vege-
tative state (PVS) for over 12 years follow-
ing a fall from his balcony. He was sus-
tained on clinically-assisted nutrition 
and hydration (CANH) administered 
through a tube, with negligible prospects 
of  recovery. It was a hard case at the in-
tersection of  law, medicine and ethics.

The court situated the issue within the 
constitutional framework developed in 
Common Cause (2018), where it held that 
the right to life under Article 21 includes 
the right to live with dignity, and there-
fore the right to reject an undignified ex-
istence. It recognised passive euthanasia 
by withdrawal of  medical treatment and 
permitted individuals to execute ad-
vance medical directives, or living wills, 
specifying when life-sustaining treat-
ment should not be continued. 

Acknowledging a legislative vacuum, the 
court invoked Article 142 to lay down in-
terim procedures governing withdrawal of  
life support, while expressing a “pious 
hope” that Parliament would enact a com-
prehensive law on end-of-life decisions. In 
2023, the court streamlined these guidelines 
to address implementation challenges. 

While Parliament is yet to act, the is-
sue resurfaced in Harish Rana. His par-
ents, after years of  caregiving and un-
successful attempts to secure relief  from 
hospitals, approached the Delhi High 
Court, which declined permission to 
withdraw CANH on the ground that it 
did not constitute ‘medical treatment’. 
A special leave petition before the Su-
preme Court also failed.

The family reframed the issue in a sub-
sequent application, seeking the constitu-
tion of  medical boards and a declaration 
that CANH is ‘medical treatment’. This re-
framing proved decisive: successive medi-
cal boards the court convened confirmed 
that Rana was in a vegetative state with no 
realistic prospect of  recovery and engaged 
directly with doctors, family members and 
counsel. It held that CANH is ‘medical 
treatment’ and that its withdrawal is in the 

patient’s best interests. This clarification 
removes the ambiguity between ‘care’ and 
‘treatment’ that could otherwise render 
the right to a dignified exit illusory.

The court reaffirmed the governing 
framework for discontinuing life sup-
port and applied it to the case. It empha-
sised that withdrawing or withholding 
treatment does not extinguish the pa-
tient’s right to care; it marks a transition 
from curative intervention to a struc-
tured, medically-supervised palliative 
and end-of-life care plan. 

The judgement reinforces the dual path-
ways envisaged in Common Cause. First, 
where an individual—while in a sound and 
conscious state—executes a living will, 
specifying in advance the circumstances in 
which treatment should be withheld or 
withdrawn, and authorises a representa-
tive to act on his behalf  if  he loses decision-
making capacity. This is an expression of  

autonomy, an extension of  personal liberty 
into the realm of  end-of-life decisions.

Second, where no such directive exists, 
decisions to withdraw or withhold treat-
ment must be made in the patient’s best 
interests through a structured process 
involving medical boards, institutional 
oversight and procedural safeguards. 
This ensures that the absence of  prior 
choice does not lead to arbitrariness. 

Recognising the persistent implemen-
tation challenges, the court directed au-
thorities to streamline the creation, pres-
ervation and retrieval of  living wills, and 
to ensure the timely constitution of  med-
ical boards. These directions address 
longstanding attitudinal and logistical 
barriers that have limited the practical 
utility of  living wills.

However, the judgement has a limita-
tion: a patient in a vegetative state may 
lack the financial means to sustain pro-

longed artificial life support. This risks 
decisions ostensibly based on the pa-
tient’s best interests may, in fact, be 
driven by economic compulsion, blur-
ring the line between principled choice 
and financial exhaustion. 

Earlier, the court directed that Rana 
be transferred to a government hospital 
to ensure continued care. It is, however, 
doubtful whether public hospitals can 
sustain such long-term care at scale. 
This gap is likely to widen. Advances in 
medical science prolong biological life. 
Simultaneously, demographic trends in-
dicate a rapidly ageing population with 
a growing incidence of  chronic and de-
generative conditions. It results in an 
increasing number of  patients requiring 
prolonged palliative care, intensifying 
the ethical and policy questions around 
dignity, autonomy and resources. 

Through Common Cause and Harish 
Rana, the Supreme Court has crafted a 
nuanced and workable jurisprudence. It 
has moved from recognising a right in 
principle to making it operational in 
practice. But courts decide cases; they do 
not design systems. Without a law, fami-
lies like that of  Rana must still navigate 
uncertainty, often turning to courts for 
decisions that should be part of  a struc-
tured and humane system. 

A statute can do what judicial guide-
lines cannot. It can establish clear and 
accessible procedures; define institu-
tional responsibilities; embed safeguards 
against misuse and integrate medical, 
legal and ethical standards into a coher-
ent framework. It can also address sys-
temic needs such as public awareness, 
professional training and the creation of  
efficient living will registries.

Jurisdictions such as the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Canada and Spain have enacted 
detailed laws governing end-of-life deci-
sions, with varying approaches to eligibil-
ity, safeguards and oversight. While India 
need not replicate these models, they un-
derscore the importance of  legislative 
engagement with this complex domain.

The stakes are very high. A law on 
end-of-life decision-making must recog-
nise that while life is sacred, dignity is 
inseparable from it. It must respect indi-
vidual autonomy while protecting the 
vulnerable and enabling choice without 
misuse. Above all, it must ensure that no 
person is compelled to endure a pro-
longed, undignified existence merely be-
cause the system lacks clarity.

The Constitution has been interpreted. 
The right has been recognised. The 
framework has been laid down. It is now 
for Parliament to complete the task.

� (Views are personal)

O INSTITUTING
THE RIGHT TO

DIGNIFIED EXIT

The Supreme Court has crafted a nuanced jurisprudence on passive 
euthanasia. Parliament must now act, set up accessible procedures 

and define institutional responsibilities to embed safeguards

Sourav Roy
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Many have made it in life with a 
little help from tech—from slide 
rule and calculator earlier to AI 
now. Coral Hart recently wrote an 
AI-assisted novel in 45 minutes. 
India needs to map the jobs and 
geographies where AI is likely  
to pose the greatest risks

C K G Nair 
Former member,  

Securities Appellate Tribunal

M S Sahoo
Former Chairperson,  
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India


